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President Bush. May I simply add that
we do not view this as a one-sided treaty at
all. We view it as balanced, and I think that
history will record it as such.

Mr. Fitzwater. Let’s have a final question
from Ann Compton [ABC News].

U.S. Assistance to Russia
Q. President Bush, do you think that the

START II—START I and II can be ratified
and implemented if the United States doesn’t
come forward with, or even increase the
amount of aid that some of the other coun-
tries need to actually dismantle the weapons
they’ve got?

President Bush. I think the ratification
will stand on its own two feet. The Congress
will look at it, and in my view they’ll have
hearings, and they’ll ratify it. And clearly, we
all have a stake at helping and being sure
that the materials are properly disposed of,
and the United States will be ready to assist
to the best of our ability. But I don’t see
a resolution to that second question being
required before this treaty is ratified.

I’m sorry, what was the second question?
Q. Can it be implemented? Doesn’t the

United States have to come up with more
money to actually have the missiles at the
silos?

President Bush. The treaty and the proto-
cols speak for themselves. But clearly, I think
the new administration will be as interested
as we have been in helping Russia in every
way we possibly can. I expect that it’ll get
to that subject as well as it will to ag credits
and a lot of other things. So I think that the
treaty will be ratified, and I think it will be
implemented. And to the degree the United
States can be of assistance when times are
tough for Russia, that will demonstrate our
interest in this partnership when we help.

Note: The President’s 141st news conference
began at 12:15 p.m. in Vladimir’s Hall at the
Kremlin. President Yeltsin spoke in Russian,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. Vyacheslav Kostikov, Presidential
Press Spokesman for President Yeltsin, served
as moderator. During the news conference,
the following people were referred to: Andrey
Kozyrev, Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
and Pavel Grachev, Russian Minister of De-

fense. The question-and-answer portion of
this news conference could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Proclamation 6520—National Good
Teen Day, 1993
December 23, 1992

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The passage between childhood and adult-

hood constitutes one of the most eventful
stages of our life’s journey. The teen years
are as challenging as they are exciting, and
at a time when young Americans are facing
more serious pressures than ever before—
from substance abuse and violence to sexual
promiscuity and dropping out of school—it
is fitting that we set aside this day to reaffirm
the unique, God-given potential of every
teenager.

Today millions of American teenagers are
setting examples for others by demonstrating
love and respect for their parents, by meeting
their responsibilities at home and in school,
by participating in their places of worship,
and by showing consideration and concern
for their classmates and neighbors. They are
also enjoying the rewards of voluntary service
to others, thereby contributing to our com-
munities and Nation as Points of Light.
These teens are making the most of their tal-
ents and opportunities and, through their de-
termination and hard work, are building the
foundation for a bright future.

It is vital that we recognize and reinforce
good behavior among teens and instill in
every child a positive sense of responsibility,
self-control, and self-worth. The pursuit of
freedom and independence is characteristic
of adolescence. Yet, while most adolescents
demand increasing autonomy, they also con-
tinue to need and seek their parents’ reassur-
ance, guidance, and support. For teenagers
who are struggling to cope with the many
physical and emotional changes of adoles-
cence, as well as the external pressures that
weigh so heavily on young people today, such
encouragement and guidance are essential.
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We must provide our teens with opportunity
and hope, with firm yet loving moral guid-
ance and discipline, and—most important—
with clear, consistent examples of personal
responsibility and virtue.

No child is destined to become a ‘‘bad
teen.’’ Through loving, responsible parenting
and through the support of schools, church-
es, and communities that set high standards
of character and conduct for people of all
ages, we can help every young American to
recognize and attain his or her fullest poten-
tial. On this occasion, let us resolve to do
exactly that.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
409, has designated January 16, 1993, as ‘‘Na-
tional Good Teen Day’’ and has authorized
and requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, do
hereby proclaim January 16, 1993, as Na-
tional Good Teen Day. I invite all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams and activities in honor of America’s
teenaged citizens.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of December,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-two, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and seventeenth.

George Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:31 p.m., January 4, 1993]
Note: This proclamation was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 4,
and it was published in the Federal Register
on January 6.

Proclamation 6521—National
Sanctity of Human Life Day, 1993
January 4, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans have demonstrated their com-

mitment to the belief ‘‘that all men are cre-

ated equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.’’ This tradition of generosity
and reverence for human life stands in
marked contrast with the prevalence of abor-
tion in America today—some 1.5 million chil-
dren lost each year; more than 4,000 each
day. This is shocking evidence of just how
far we have strayed from our Nation’s most
cherished values and beliefs. Thus we pause
on this National Sanctity of Human Life Day
to call attention to the tragedy of abortion
and to recognize the many individuals who
are working to restore respect for human life
in our Nation.

Advances in science and technology have
offered us tremendous new insight on life
in the womb: parents can now hear their un-
born child’s heartbeat as early as 8 weeks of
age; physicians can monitor the baby’s devel-
opment using high-resolution sonography;
and they may even diagnose and treat abnor-
malities before birth. How terribly ironic it
is that, at one hospital or clinic, an unborn
child may be carefully treated as a patient,
while at another facility—perhaps just a few
blocks away—another innocent child may be-
come a victim of abortion.

Recognizing the tragedy of abortion and
the feelings of desperation that lead some
women to make such a painful, devastating
choice, concerned individuals throughout the
United States are working to help women
choose life for their unborn children. On this
occasion we recognize the many generous
Americans who—with nothing to gain for
themselves—reach out to women in need
through crisis pregnancy centers, residential
facilities, mentoring programs, and a host of
other support services. We also recognize the
many social services professionals, attorneys,
and counselors who assist in promoting the
adoption option, and we salute each of the
courageous women who make this unselfish
choice for their children. Such works of gen-
erosity and compassion are saving lives and,
yes, slowly but surely turning hearts—one
woman, one couple, one community at a
time.

The struggle to overcome abortion in the
United States—to educate individuals about
life in the womb, to restore reverence for
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